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Art Dubai
by Radha S Menon

ART ECLECTIC
Sandwiched between the
Arabian dessert and Persian
Gulf, the emirate of Dubai has long
been a bustling business capital and
more recently a hot tourist destination.
However, in the past five years Dubai
has cut its teeth in the wild world of
art, producing one of the region’s most
significant contemporary art affairs.
This is Art Dubai, an eclectic gathering
of art world glitterati, curators and
collectors from all over the world,
interacting and exchanging knowledge.
Nearly 18,000 international and
regional visitors attended last year’s
four-day event, which boasted over
500 artists showcased by more than
70 art galleries worldwide and over
25 solo exhibitions.
The newly appointed Fair Director
of Art Dubai is Antonia Carver, a writer
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and arts administrator who has been
widely recognised as a leading advocate
of contemporary Middle Eastern art.
“In keeping with Dubai’s historical
role as a trading hub for Europe, Asia
and Africa, Art Dubai aims to be the
essential meeting point for the art
communities of the MENASA (Middle
East, North African and South Asian)
region and international cultural
protagonists. The Global Art Forum
brings together the world’s top artists,
curators, writers and art thinkers for
four days of candid discussion and has
firmly established itself as the foremost
platform for debate in the region. This
year, topics include the meeting point
between fashion and the arts, as well
as the changing role of the artists. In
addition, the fair is establishing itself as
a pioneer of new media through its new

OPP PAGE, LEFT TO RIGHT
Art Dubai attracted over 18,000 international and regional visitors
last year and aims to top that number in 2011
Artist demonstration by START, a non-profit organisation that conducts
art workshops with refugees and orphans in Dubai

Installation art by Horrach Moya, a gallery based in Mallorca, Spain
All photos courtesy of Capital D Studio (c) Art Dubai 2009

coming up
Art Dubai 2011 (March 16-19)
offers a wide variety of
programmes for all audiences.
In addition to hosting 80 of the
world’s leading contemporary
art galleries, the fair also features
the Global Art Forum, the Abraaj
Capital Art Prize, exhibitions,
film screenings, talks, interactive
performances and an exclusive
exhibition celebrating nearly one
hundred years of watchmaking
by Van Cleef & Arpels dedicated
to the Poetry of Time.
Serendipitously, the fair coincides
with the Sharjah Biennial X.
Sharjah is the third largest of
the seven constituent emirates
of the United Arab Emirates and
considered the cultural centre of
the Federation. Plot for a Biennial
is the title for this tenth edition
of the fair opening on 16 March
2011, making the UAE a dynamic
destination on the 2011 cultural
calendar.

An eclectic gathering
of art world glitterati,
curators and collectors
interactive website and the debut of
Art Dubai Live, a virtual representation
of the fair’s exhibitors that will launch
immediately after Art Dubai 2011.”
Dispersing a cool USD1 million, the
Abraaj Capital Art Prize judges teams
of curators and artists through their
written proposals. One of its key aims
is to empower budding artists from the
region by providing them opportunities
to develop projects they would not
ordinarily be able to manifest.
START is the fair’s non-profit
art project. It is run by artists, to
help vulnerable children express
their creativity and have fun. With
a large number of Middle Eastern
children in orphanages and a huge
refugee population, START provides
art workshops, holds exhibitions of
their work and exposes them to art
galleries and museums, unfolding new

dimensions in their uprooted lives.
Artists from across the globe can apply
to stay at START house and donate
weekly workshops. All funds collected
from these START workshops goes
toward the educational development of
these children.
With galleries in Los Angeles and
Berlin, Peres Projects participated in
last year’s fair. It was Javier Peres’ first
time in the area and he described Art
Dubai as “super interesting, incredibly
new and different. It was like Hong
Kong or New York — incredibly
multicultural”. For 2011, Peres Projects
hopes to make it possible to feature
cutting-edge Chinese-Canadian artist
Terence Koh, aka Asianpunkboy.
The fair must be on the right path
as 2009 brought about Abu Dhabi Art,
competition of a similar vein from its
neighbour.
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