Leading art curators Hans Ulrich Obrist, Defne Ayas and Sandhini Poddar
selected to join the 2016 Jury for the Abraaj Group Art Prize

Dubai, UAE, 23 August, 2015 – The Abraaj Group (“Abraaj” or the “Group”), a leading investor
operating in global growth markets, today announced the appointment of new members to the
jury of the prestigious Abraaj Group Art Prize (“AGAP” or the “Prize”). Under the direction of the
new Abraaj Group Art Prize Chairperson, Dana Farouki, the jury for the eighth and ninth
editions of the prize includes leading international curators Hans Ulrich Obrist, Defne Ayas
and Sandhini Poddar, among others.
Founded in 2008, the Abraaj Group Art Prize recognises particularly notable artists from the
Middle East, North Africa and South Asia. The prize is unique in its format, awarding mid-career
artists a major commission based on a proposal, rather than a completed work. Over the years,
the Prize has been instrumental in building recognition for some of the region's most dynamic
artists, including Yto Barrada (AGAP 2015), Basim Magdy (AGAP 2014), Abbas Akhavan
(AGAP 2014), Rayyane Tabet (AGAP 2013), Wael Shawky (AGAP 2012), among many others.
Each year, a Guest Curator is invited to curate an exhibition at Art Dubai that includes the
commission by the winning artist and works by three shortlisted artists. The Open Call is
currently out for artists to apply for the 2016 prize (Deadline: August 31, 2015).
The Abraaj Group Art Prize jury 2016-17 is comprised of a world class panel of experts,
including: Defne Ayas, Director and Curator of Witte de With, Center for Contemporary Art;
Antonia Carver, Director, Art Dubai; Omar Kholeif, Curator, Whitechapel Gallery (who, as the
Guest Curator of the 2015 prize, will sit on the jury for one year); Fayeeza Naqvi, Founding
Trustee, Aman Foundation; Hans Ulrich Obrist, Co-director of exhibitions and programmes
and director of international projects at Serpentine Galleries; Sandhini Poddar, Art historian
and Adjunct Curator at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum; and Frederic Sicre, Managing
Director, The Abraaj Group. Curator-patron Dana Farouki is the Chair of the jury.
Dana Farouki said: “The 2016 jury of the Abraaj Group Art Prize consists of an exceptional
group of celebrated practitioners and curators from around the globe. With their extensive
experience and diverse perspectives, they will ensure a very promising commission for the
prize.”
The jury’s role is to review and critique the artists’ applications and to select a guest curator who
will work closely with the artists to develop the group exhibition at Art Dubai (March 16-19,
2016) and to produce an accompanying publication. Works from the winning artist – who is

awarded a $100,000 commission - and the three shortlisted artists will be included in a curated
exhibition at Art Dubai 2016. The commissioned works go on to become part of the Abraaj
Group Art Prize Collection and are regularly loaned to major museum and touring exhibitions
such as Victoria and Albert Museum in London, Smithsonian Museum of Asian Art, Washington
D.C., and major international biennials, such as Sharjah Biennial, Kochi Muziris Biennale and
the Biennale of Sydney.

Further information: abraajgroupartprize.com; artdubai.ae
Application link: abraajgroupartprize.com/register.php
Artist application deadline: August 31, 2015
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Notes to Editors:

About The Abraaj Group Art Prize:
The Abraaj Group is a leading private equity investor, purpose-built for operating in the growth
markets of Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, and Turkey. Through its Stakeholder

and Strategic Partnerships programs, the Group supports art and innovation, entrepreneurship
and the next generation, aiming to have a deep rooted and sustainable impact across growth
markets.
The Abraaj Group Art Prize was founded in 2008 and is now in its eighth edition. The aim of the
prize is to empower potential and give often under-represented contemporary artists the
resources to further develop their talent. Following the application and jury process, four artists
are shortlisted for the prize and one (of the four) artists awarded the $100,000 commission. The
three shortlisted artists receive a cash prize and are represented in a group exhibition at Art
Dubai (March 16-19, 2016) through previous works, which are selected by the Guest Curator in
liaison with the artist. The prize reflects Abraaj’s own investment philosophy, which is to take
viable businesses with great potential, and create regional and global champions. To date, the
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 works were presented at Art Dubai and then
gone on loan to exhibitions at Istanbul Modern, Istanbul, Singapore Art Museum, Singapore,
Sharjah Biennale 11, Sharjah, 54th Venice Biennale, Venice, 18th Biennale of Sydney, Sydney,
V&A, London, Boghossian Foundation, Brussels, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, Kochi-Muziris
Biennale, Kochi, Hangzhou Triennial of Fiber Art, Zhejiang, Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, Tensta
Konstall, Stockholm, Glasgow Sculpture Studios, Glasgow, 10th Gwangju Biennale, Gwangju,
New Museum, New York.

Applying for The Abraaj Group Art Prize 2016
Artists from the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia -- born, living and working in the region or
with some part of their artistic career based in MENASA -- are invited to apply with a proposal
for an as yet unrealised project, which is able to be created in advance of Art Dubai 2016. Time
spent within the region during the production period is preferred, as is an engagement with the
region. The winning work will go on to form part of The Abraaj Group Art Collection.
For AGAP 2016 applications, please visit abraajgroupartprize.com/register.php

For photos, please visit the Press Gallery section of the Art Dubai website

