Open Call — MASS Alexandria | Independent Art Studio & Study Program 2012
Deadline for application: January 12th, 2012
MASS Alexandria
MASS Alexandria is a space founded in 2010 to provide an opportunity for independent study
and learning for artists in Egypt. MASS Alexandria is located in the east-Alexandrian
neighborhood of Miami. The 440-sqm space is housed in the basement of a residential building.
The basement is a shared studio, meeting, screening and performance space. Through its
program, MASS Alexandria aims to supplement existing art education programs, with a focus on
the conceptual aspects of artistic production. Monthly workshops, seminars and lectures are led
by artists, art educators and curators. Focusing on contemporary artistic practices, the program
also encourages students to work closely with cultural, artistic and scientific ideas in the fields of
art history and theory and inter-disciplinary studies.
In its first year, MASS Alexandria hosted lectures, talks, conversations, workshops, seminars and
studio visits from October 2010 to May 2011. Previous lecturers and tutors to the program
included Adriano Pedrosa, Alex Freedman, Amal khalaf, Angela Harutunyan, Carolyn
Christov-Bakargiev, Janna Graham, Judith Wielander, Klaus vom Bruch, Luigi Coppola,
Susanne Pfefferand William Wells, amongst others. The MASS Alexandria Pilot Program
2010/2011 was directed by Wael Shawky, co-programmed with Sarah Rifky.
For the Independent Art Studio & Study Program 2012, 15 artists will be selected; they will
have access to monthly workshops, lectures, seminars, tutorials and critique sessions, led by
visiting artists, art historians, art educators and curators. Students also will have the access to use
the open studios, computers with internet access and also a library (under development).
The program will run from 20 January to 31 July, 2012.
MASS Alexandria – dOCUMENTA (13) Studium
This year, students admitted to MASS Alexandria, will be part of the MASS Alexandria dOCUMENTA (13) Studium. The Studium will give students an opportunity to learn more
about the seminal exhibition and artists who have been a part of documenta since its inception in
1955 in Kassel, Germany. dOCUMENTA (13) will host ten graduated students from MASS
Alexandria in Kassel for a one-month internship from May 9 to June 9, 2012, to work closely
with dOCUMENTA (13) artists.
Upon completion of these activities, which will include extensive discussions among the students
and dOCUMENTA (13) artists, curators and thinkers, the group will return to Alexandria and
partake in the The Cairo Seminar, a joint program between dOCUMENTA (13) and CIRCA,
the Cairo International Resource Center for Art. Through this practice-based form of learning,
students will develop new sets of skills and ideas, as well as nuturing new types of relationships
to subject materials not usually explored in traditional educational spaces.
Ten students will be selected to take part in the MASS Alexandria – dOCUMENTA (13) Studium.

ADMISSION
Selection to the program will be made through an assessment of work samples and interviews.

Of the 15 students, 10 will be selected as the core group for the Studium, based on ongoing work
and participation reviews.
At the end of the program students will have the opportunity to present their work and contribute
curatorially to the final group exhibition.
APPLICATIONS

Interested applicants are required to write a one-page cover letter detailing their background,
experience and motivation to study at MASS Alexandria. Motivation letters (in English or Arabic)
should be addressed to Wael Shawky, Founding Director of MASS Alexandria.

The letter should include the applicant's personal details (name, age); contact information
(address, email), and a description of previous/current educational experience, as well as a
description of work submitted and/or an artist statement.
In case of sending your resume via email, you can mail to: massalexandria2012@gmail.com .
WORK SAMPLES

Since MASS Alexandria is dedicated to working with emerging artists, there are no requirements
as to what type of work samples are submitted. The applicant is free to choose any techniques
demonstrating his or her artistic expression.
The following directions apply for work samples:
Documentation of work samples must be included with the application.
Each application must include 5 to 10 work samples (not more, not less).
Original works must be labeled with the applicant’s name, address and phone number.
If original work is submitted, drawings and painting must not exceed 100 x 150 cm, and
video/sound projects must not exceed 30-mins in length and no more than 3 projects (or excerpts)
may be submitted.
Technical Instructions
:
Provide a numbered list of all work samples submitted.
State title, year, dimensions, duration and medium of work submitted.
Applications may be organized as a Slideshow/PowerPoint presentation.
Digital projects (websites or interactive media) must be saved on CD/DVD/USB. The project
must open on its own or within Safari/Firefox.
All material submitted electronically is preferred to be Mac compatible.

SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS

The application (cover letter, list of submitted works, detailed description of the project, and
documentation of work on CD or similar) can be sent by post or delivered by hand on or before
January 12th, 2012.
Wael Shawky
MASS Alexandria
2 Al Madina Al Monawara Street
Miami, Alexandria
Or by e-mail to: Massalexandria2012@gmail.com

RETURNING WORK SAMPLES

The applicant is responsible to retrieve any original works submitted within four weeks from the
date of their application. MASS Alexandria holds no responsibility over damaged or lost work.
Selection criteria is based on the quality of the applications. Short listed candidates will be invited
for an interview in January 2012.
The program will commence on January 15th, 2012 and run until July 31st, 2012.
QUALIFICATIONS
To apply to MASS Alexandria, applicants should be 18 to 26 years of age, at the time of
application. In some cases, exceptions to the age limit will be considered. No former experience
is required, however a strong interest and commitment to a study of art is desired. Knowledge of
English is an advantage.
PROGRAM COSTS
The calculated overall cost for this year's program is 5,500 EUR (44,500 EGP) for each student.
A one-time fee of 100 EUR (800 EGP) will be paid by each participant, contributing to the
overall program cost. In limited cases, this fee may be waived, depending on financial need.
FURTHER INFORMATION
about documenta
Conceived in 1955, documenta is an exhibition initiated by Arnold Bode in Kassel, as a direct
response to the 'degenerate art' politics of the Third Reich in Germany. Contrary to other periodic
international exhibitions, which have emerged from the world fair models of the 19th century,
documenta is characterized by a theoretical grounding and a sense of the urgency of art in
society. documenta takes place every five years and has come to represent a key periodic
moment when contemporary art is exhibited and those who are interested in art as well as in its

relation to the world meet, assess the situation and share their views. dOCUMENTA (13) is
directed by Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev.
dOCUMENTA (13) Artistic Director’s Statement
“dOCUMENTA (13) is dedicated to artistic research and forms of imagination that explore matter,
things, embodiment, and active life in connection with, yet not subordinated to, thought.
These are terrains where politics are inseparable from a sensual, energetic, and worldly alliance
between current research in various scientific and artistic fields and other knowledges, both
ancient and contemporary."
C. Christov-Bakargiev

For more information about documenta and dOCUMENTA (13) please visit documenta.de
You can direct any further inquiries about MASS Alexandria and its program to :
Massalexandria2012@gmail.com
SUPPORT

MASS Alexandria is generously supported by The Arab Fund for Arts and Culture and
The Foundation for Arts Initiatives. The MASS Alexandria – dOCUMENTA (13)
Studium is made possible through the support of dOCUMENTA (13) and the Goethe
Institut Alexandria. Thank you.

